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If you are looking for 

something to criticize 

in this newsletter you 

will probably find it. 

We aim to please  

everyone!  

NO BOOZE NEWS  

2016 
A woman in Arizona expresses gratitude for the time she spent in a nearby 

prison  

Friday night I brought my òlastó meeting to Perryville, a womensõ prison in Goodyear, 

Arizona. My badge expires this month, and in the spirit of rotation, Iõve chosen not to re-

new it after five years of service.  

Back in the fall of 2008, my heart was terribly broken, so I jumped at the chance to be of 

service, desperately needing to get out of myself. This commitment very well may have 

saved my life and my sobriety at that time. Having never been arrested myself (by the 

grace of God) Iõm so grateful Iõve been able to participate in this aspect of service in Al-

coholics Anonymous.  

Despite the many obstacles that we may have as volunteers, I feel so fortunate that I got 

to bring a little experience, strength and hope inside those walls. There may be a tedious 

process for badging and seemingly endless hoops for us to jump through, but the women 

behind the walls donõt get to pick and choose which meeting they go to. There are, with-

out a doubt, some who can hardly wait for their one weekly meeting. I cannot express 

how much truth and gratitude they share for that hour: they are hungry for what we have.  

Iõve been going to the San Carlos Unit for quite some time. At my last meeting, there 

were at least 20 women, including three attending the first time. One of them admitted it 

was the first time she had introduced herself as an alcoholic. Mind -blowing. Another one 

was being released in a few days and she was so excited to go back to her home group. 

Another, who is a regular attendee and is always enthusiastic about reading and sharing, 

expressed her current frustration and confusion regarding religion and spirituality. Iõve 

some experience with this and got to share it.  

During the meeting we read the Big Book story òKeys to the Kingdom,ó about a woman 

with a low bottom in early AA who experienced inspiring love and growth in the Fellow-

ship, and insisted on continuous action for a healthy sobriety. Many of the women ex-

pressed how much they enjoyed it and identified with it. I told the ladies that this was my 

last meeting, and they had a lot of questions and were very kind. I made sure they knew 

that Iõve another service commitment and that itõs vital to my sobriety! 

Hereõs another òodd or Godó moment: This past Labor Day weekend I attended the Ari-

zona State Convention in Tucson and, while perusing the archives display, I was ap-

proached by a woman who seemed to know me. She had attended the meeting I led in 

Perryville in July and had been released in August. I was so excited to see her attending 

an event celebrating sobriety, especially one that was more than 100 miles away.  

Goodyear is a bit of a drive from where I live and work. Every month when the day came 

for me to go, I felt tired after having worked all day, and wouldõve rather done about 20 

other things. But every time I left the meeting and the heavy metal doors slammed shut 

behind me, I gained a little more freedom from alcohol. Iõve yet to experience another 

high that compares to walking out into the night air to my car and driving away from Per-

ryville. Freedom from bondage is an extraordinary gift.  

Thanks to each and every one of you who do this kind of service, or make it possible, and 

for allowing me to be a part of it.  

 

ñAngela M., Scottsdale, Ariz.                         Reprinted with permission from the Grapevine, Nov 2014  

Goodbye Perryville  
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Traditions Checklist  
 

Tradition Eight: Alcoholics Anonymous should remain forever nonprofessional, but  

our service centers may employ special workers.  

 

1. Is my own behavior accurately described by the Traditions? If not, what needs changing?  

2. When I chafe about any particular Tradition, do I realize how it affects others?  

3. Do I sometimes try to get some reward ðeven if not money ðfor my personal AA efforts?  

4. Do I try to sound in AA like an expert on alcoholism? On recovery? On medicine? On sociology? On AA itself? On psy-

chology? On spiritual matters? Or, heaven help me, even on humility ? 

5. Do I make an effort to understand what AA employees do? What workers in other alcoholism agencies do? Can I dis-

tinguish clearly among them?  

6. In my own AA life, have I any experiences which illustrate the wisdom of this Tradition?  

7. Have I paid enough attention to the book Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions ? To the pamphlet AA Tradition ðHow 

It Developed?  

Please join us and bring a friend for fun & fellowship over Labor Day weekend, Sept. 2-4 at Sheraton Crescent Hotel (I-17 and Dunlap). 

We have an amazing committee that is working hard to create a FUN event for you.  

 

The theme is ñHeard it through the Grapevine (and La Vi¶a)ò.  

Our Friday Night Speaker will be Ami B., from New York, Executive Editor Publisher of the Grapevine, Saturday Night we will hear 
from Candice M. of Los Angeles, and our Sunday Morning speaker will be Howard P. from Gilbert. 

 

The program also includes a Golf Tournament, a celebration of La Vi¶aôs 20th Birthday, ñGrapevine Gamesò, a Comedy Show, Danc-
ing, as well as participation from Spanish, YPAA and Al-Anon.   

 

Online Registration is up and running at www.area03.org/convention  

At this website you can: 

Å 

Download the flyer in English and Spanish,  

Å 

Register for the Convention - $20  

Å 

Register for the Friday morning Golf Tournament, 

Å 

Buy a T-shirt, Mug and/or a Button, 

Å 

Book your hotel room at the group rate  

 

Please help us spread the word and announce this event at meetings.    

 

Let me know if you have any questions! 

Love & service, 

Angela P. 

Chairperson, 2016 Arizona State Convention 

conventionchair@area03.org  

www.area03.org/convention 
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Subscriptions are only $12 a year...weõd love your support!!! 

 

EAST VALLEY INTERGROUP ð Gratitude With Service form      revised 2/09 

Return to:     1320 E. Broadway Rd., Suite 105     Mesa, AZ  85204 

(480) 827-1905          e-mail :  info@aamesaaz.org            www.aamesaaz.org  

Date______________________  *First Name_______________________________________  Last_______________________________________________ 
 

Address_______________________________________________________________________  *Phone____________________________________________ 
 

*City_____________________________________________  *ST_______________  *Zip________________________  *Gender_______________________ 
 

*Sobriety Date____________________________________  Home Group___________________________________________________________________ 
 

e-mail address_________________________________________________________________  Alt Phone________________________________________ 

* = required for listing in 12th Step List 

[]   No Booze News Subscription / Renewal   ($12.00 annual subscription fee enclosed) 

If you are grateful for your sobriety and would like to give back to the program that has so freely given to 

you, please use the Gratitude With Service form below to volunteer for any of EVIôs Standing Commit-

tees, such as PI/CPC (Public Information / Cooperation with the Professional Community), Special 

Events, Literature, Unity, or Phone Volunteers.  Participating in any of these committees can be a great 

way to carry the message to the still suffering alcoholic, both in and out of the rooms. 

 

As an ongoing reminder, we are still in need of more volunteers for the 12th Step call list.  Although we 

are great at making sure the phones are answered day or night, finding someone willing and available to 

do a 12th Step call can sometimes be very challenging, and often times itôs hit or miss depending on the 

time of day.  If you have at least one year of continued sobriety and are willing to make yourself available 

to the alcoholic reaching out to AA for help from time to time, please be sure to complete the form provid-

ed below and return to the EVI Central Office via fax, mail, e-mail or in person as soon as possible.  Who 

knows ð the life you save could be your owné. 

Volunteer Service Options 
Check only those you are willing to commit time to  

  

12th Step List Volunteer            Phones Night & Weekend 
     []   Weeknights                       []   Weekends 
     []   Weekends                          []   Weeknights 
     []   Weekdays  

  
                  []   Office Phone Volunteer  

                      []   Other Office Help  

  

Committees of Interest 
Check only those you are willing to serve on 

  

[]   Public Information / Cooperation with the  

      Professional Community 

[]   Special Events 
[]   Literature  

[]   Newsletter  ( No Booze News) 
[]   Unity Committee  
[]   Deliver A Meeting  

Attitude of Gratitude  

mailto:info@aamesaaz.org
http://www.aamesaaz.org/


 Group, District, and Area AA Announcements  Page 4 

Roundups, Campouts and Conferences  

 

SRI Summer Roundup  

August 12 ~ 14  

Chaparral Suites  

5001 N Scottsdale Rd.  

Scottsdale AZ  

 

Payson Roundup  

August 27 ~ 28  

Slim Jim Campsite #2  

Forest Lakes AZ  

 

 

Rocky Point Roundup  

October 14 ~ 16  

Sonoran Sea Resort  

Puerto Penasco MX  

 

 

Apache Lake Campout  

November 4 ~ 6  

Apache Lake Marina and Resort  

Apache Lake AZ.  

 

 

Lake Havasu Roundup  

November 4 ~ 6  

London Bridge Resort  

1477 Queens Bay  

Lake Havasu AZ.  

 

Escape the Heat at the 2016  

EVI Bowl ñAñThon  

Saturday, Aug 6th  

3pm to 5pm  

Mesa Lanes  

2115 E Southern Ave  

2 hrs of bowling, shoes  

$20 ea.  

Tickets available from your  

Intergroup Rep. and Central Office  

MESA ROUNDUP 70õS DANCE 

Saturday, Aug 20th  

1050 S. Hobson, Mesa 

5:30 Eat, Meet & Greet $5 meal deal  

7:00pm Speaker  

8:00pm DanceñLive Band $5 donation  

Area 03 Assembly  

August 12ñ14 2016 

901 Colombo Ave.  

Cochise Community College  

Easy Does it 36th Anniversary Celebration  

Saturday, September 24th  

1241 E. Broadway Rd, Mesa 

10am - 5pm 

Food, Fellowship, Meetings, 50/50 Raffle & Games  

1:30 pm Lunch - $3 for main dish  

Please bring a side to share  

 

2016 Area 03 Convention  

September 2ñ4 2016 

2620 W Dunlap at I17 

Sheraton Crescent Hotel  

2016 Pacific Regional Forum  

Sept 30th ~ Oct 2nd 

69-425 Waikoloa Beach Drive  

Waikoloa HI  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiQv4Ogur7KAhVPxGMKHcQECPYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts.co%2Fcamping-clip-art-free&bvm=bv.112454388,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNGzOX4NqkrMsLEz79ujti4SEj5KHA&ust=1453587625
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiPx5H9nfPMAhVK94MKHSHYDZwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipart-fr.com%2Fen%2FClipart%2FBoats%2FBoats-cliparts-9.php&bvm=bv.122676328,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFibA2tvhSqEsTr
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Name  Date      Days 
 

Before she got sober, she wasnõt always the mother she wanted 

to be  

I was a 23-year -old new mother with little understanding of her own 

alcoholism. When I gave birth to my son, I stayed away from alcohol 

for about six weeks. But then, one beautiful Saturday, I decided I need-

ed to get out of the house and blow off some steam.  

I had nursed my infant son up until that point, but gave him formula that 

day. As it turned out, he wouldn't take it and when I got home that night 

from partying, I nursed him. I felt sick with shame. I desperately wor-

ried about the consequences of contaminated breast milk. After a full 

day of worrying, I realized that he was OK and I made a promise to 

God that I would never take a chance like that again.  

Until I did. I repeated the exact behavior I swore I would never do 

again. I loved being a mom and I would have given my life for this 

child. Except when I was drinking.  

Even after the second incident, it still hadn't occurred to me that alco-

holism was propelling my behavior. I still didn't think I had a problem. 

That is the insidious nature of it. I listened instead to the voice in my 

head telling me what a horrible person I was.  

Many years later and early in sobriety, with the help of a sponsor, I 

started working the Steps and reliving all these events. I became in-

creasingly depressed and very ashamed. I could not forgive myself. 

How do you forgive yourself for the unforgiveable? I was searching for 

some relief from this terrible pain inside me. And alcohol was no long-

er a solution.  

I knew that as long as I could not forgive myself, I could not be of ser-

vice to my fellows. Then, a dear friend reminded me of a speaker we 

had heard at a conference. The speaker, with 20 years of sobriety, told 

her story of forgiveness after she killed a young man in a drunk -

driving accident. And I thought that if a person could stay sober after a 

tragedy like that, while making living amends, then it was possible for 

me too.  

My sponsor reminded me that all these things that happen are all part 

and parcel of alcoholism. They manifest in different ways in different 

people's lives.  

That is when I saw the miracle in recovery. I had a change in percep-

tion. God provides me with miracles, which enable me to forgive my-

self so that I can use my story to help other people achieve sobriety. It 

is my responsibility to carry the message and be a living reminder that 

God is all around us, forgiveness is a just a miracle away, and a drink is 

not my solution today.  

Jennifer R., M, Texas  

Reprinted with permission of the Grapevine  

March 2016                                              

Getting to Forgiveness  

Jim is told by his sponsor that he needs to par-

ticipate more in service work. So he applies for 

the position of treasurer. They hold a group conscience and ask 

him òWhat is nine multiplied by four?ó He thinks quickly and says 

òThirty-three.ó After the interview, he realizes his mistake. Heõs 

surprised when they inform he got the job, despite there being four 

other candidates. "But I got the wrong answer,ó he protests. òYeah, 

we know. But you were closest.ó  

Things We Can Not Change  

Blackie K., Long time member of our Fellowship 

passed from this world July fifth 2016.  

His life touched many and he will be missed. 



EVI Special Events Committee 

 

Meeting held before the Monthly Speaker Meeting  

1st Friday of the month  

 Faith Community Church  

1125 N Dobson Rd  Chandler 

contact: Andrea M. (480) 827 -1905  

Office Volunteers &  
EVI Hot Line Phones  

4 hour shifts in the EVI office  

Call Roxanne for specific  

times and days.  

(480) 827 -1905 

*** Regular shifts available now***  

EVI Phone Workshop  

 
Third Fridayõs at 6:15 pm  

Before the monthly business meeting  at   

1125 N Dobson Rd 

Faith Community Church  

Or  

Workshops can also be done at your Group !  

For more information  

Call  

Tamara L. (480) 827-1905 

Join the Newly Re -Organized  

EVI Unity Committee  

Meeting at 6:15pm Every 3rd Friday  

Faith Community Church  

1125 N. Dobson Rd Chandler  

Contact Larry S. (480) 827 -1905 

EVI Sponsorship Workshop  
10am the 1st Saturday of every other month  

235 E Guadalupe Rd. Gilbert AZ  

(Gilbert Presbyterian Church)  

Contact: Mary R.  

HOST GROUP SCHEDULE 

September 3rd ñ TBD  
 

 

PI / CPC 

(Public Information and Cooperation with the Professional Community)  

�0�H�H�W�V�����V�W���0�R�Q�G�D�\�¶�V���D�W�����������S�P 

235 E Guadalupe Rd. Gilbert 

(Gilbert Presbyterian Church)  

Come help carry the message at the public level and to  

professional groups who have contact with alcoholics.  

For more information contact:  

Mike C. (480) 827-1905 

 

EVI Monthly Speaker Meeting  

1st Friday of Every Month  

Meeting Now At 7:30pm  

Faith Community Church 

1125 North Dobson Road, Chandler 

August 5th ñ Road to Recovery  

September 2  -  Bootstrap Menõs 

These are subject to change - so keep watching.  
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