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NO BOOZE NEWS 
Welcome to the tattoo conven-

tion  

 
How an amends for a little white lie 

led to a surprising encounter with 

Arizona AA history  
 

OCTOBER 2018 Grapevine 

 

Last year, during our stateõs Young Peo-

pleõs convention, an elegant woman in 

one of the elevators made positive com-

ments about my tattoos and we engaged 

in discussion. Eventually, she saw my YPAA (Young People in AA) badge and 

asked what kind of convention was being held at the hotel.   

 

Always mindful of breaking the anonymity of everyone wearing a badge, I 

thought about saying òspiritually like-minded people.ó Then I remembered the 

inside joke that some of us YPAAs call ourselves: a tattoo convention. So, thatõs 

what I told her. We were a tattoo convention.   

 

I felt pretty satisfied with my answer until the next morning when this woman 

and I were seated at adjacent tables in the restaurant for breakfast, both waiting 

for the rest of our parties. She politely engaged me in conversation. She asked 

me to consult with her on some ideas for a tattoo she wanted to have done. While 

I could have offered opinions, I am not a tattoo artist and was forced to admit my 

lie. By then, some of my friends showed up and encouraged me to tell her the 

truth.   

 

So, we told her that we generally donõt admit to being AA members in public 

places because of the multiple reasons for personal anonymity, such as staying 

humble, not looking for recognition for something we should be doing anyway, 

and not influencing anotherõs perception of AA based on the activities of any one 

member or any group of members.   

 

I acknowledged that while I thought my intentions were noble, I hadnõt been 

honest or honorable and I had treated her with disrespect. I said I regretted my 

actions, not because I got caught, but because I was wrong. She accepted my 

amends, agreed not to judge the rest of AA based on my misconduct, and said 

sheõd keep the true meaning of the badges from her friends also staying in the 

hotel.  

 

Then she shared something with me. She knew nothing of AA, what it was about 

or what we do, but she knew of its existence because her grandfather was a so-

ber member of AA in the 1940s. He moved to that city from the East Coast and 

her grandparents wrote letters to AA in New York so they could locate AA meet-

ings in Arizona.  

 

Later that day, our area archivist made a small presentation in a side room 

where she showed us letters from the first AA members in our state. These 

were people who started AA in Arizona when they moved to Phoenix from the 
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 Welcome to the tattoo.. cont.        tŀƎŜ н 

East Coast and asked the AA foundation in New York to help them find people in Arizona to get sober.   

 

Thatõs how I learned I had been speaking to the granddaughter of the woman who wrote the letters that 

brought AA to my city and sobered up the people who created the Fellowship that saved my life.   

And thanks to that woman, I also learned a valuable lesson about integrity.  

 

         BY: TERRA V. | TEMPE, ARIZONA  

Coming About  

 
MARCH 2003, GRAPEVIN E  

 

Step Three 

 
The water glittered in the sun like a million antique mirrors. My friend Harry and I skimmed the surface, delight-

ing in the spray of brine, the sweep of breeze. We were sailing Harry's Sunfish in the Gulf of California, and it was 

my first time so far from shore. In spite of the beauty of the moment, I began to fear capsizing. After all, the boat 

was quite small and the bay was as big as the sea. We were no more than specks. The more I thought about it, the 

more I worried. The shore became a thin suggestion of a line. I asked, in what I hoped sounded like a nonchalant 

tone (but Harry knows me well), "What would happen if we did lose control and fall in?" Harry reassured me, say-

ing there was nothing at all to worry about. If he felt he was losing control, he demonstrated, he would simply let 

go. And the moment he did that, over we went! The warm water embraced us, and we bobbed there, laughing. It 

was a real lesson in letting go and turning it over!  

 BY: DIANA S. | TUCSON, ARIZONA  

IN MARCH 1946  
 

Phoenix, Ariz.,  Arizona Republic:  "King Alcohol, with his satellites, beer, wine, and whiskey, is the largest single source of federal 

revenue, if the income tax be excluded.  

"Last year, government taxes from this source totaled $2,300,000,000."  

Comment from the Convention  
 

Among Those Present. . .  
 
NOVEMBER 1960 Grapevine 

 

AND now it is over and I feel again that sorrow I have felt so often when I have taken leave of old friends. Flying away from  Long 

Beach, I experienced that euphoria that is peculiar to AA conventions and the nostalgia for the ones who did not make it. Tru ly we are 

lucky guys and dolls.  

 

These meetings were truly inspirational, and of course the climactic Sunday morning spiritual meeting was worth the trip all by itself. 

. .When Sam topped one strong point with another. . .And when Rigor turned to me and said, "It looks like he's going to pitch  a no-

hitter!" These are moments I do not want to forget.  

 

. . .When A1 S. looked at the sea of faces at a meeting and said, "I've spoken to large groups at meetings, but this is ridic ulous!" 

 

. . .The gal on the stand, Jo Ann, who hollered up, "Aren't you Ed D.?" The same Jo Ann I sponsored thirteen years before and  had not 

seen for ten.  

 

. . .The closed meeting on the bus to the airport (Arizona, Texas, Washington, Oregon, Massachusetts, Vancouver, B. C., all r epr e-

sented); the meetings at the coffee bars in the Los Angeles International Airport; and then --au revoir  from a guy in his twentieth 

grateful year of sobriety --free even of urges --twenty miraculous years.  

 
  BY: E. D. | WATERTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS  



              tŀƎŜ о 

EAST VALLEY INTERGROUP ð Gratitude With Service form      revised 2/09 

Return to:     1320 E. Broadway Rd., Suite 105     Mesa, AZ  85204 

(480) 827-1905          e-mail :  info@aamesaaz.org            www.aamesaaz.org  

Date______________________  *First Name_______________________________________  Last_______________________________________________ 
 

Address_______________________________________________________________________  *Phone____________________________________________ 
 

*City_____________________________________________  *ST_______________  *Zip________________________  *Gender_______________________ 
 

*Sobriety Date____________________________________  Home Group___________________________________________________________________ 
 

e-mail address_________________________________________________________________  Alt Phone________________________________________ 

* = required for listing in 12th Step List 

[]   No Booze News Subscription / Renewal   ($12.00 annual subscription fee enclosed) 

Please use the Gratitude With Service form below to volunteer for any of EVIõs Standing Committees, such as 

PI/CPC (Public Information / Cooperation with the Professional Community), Special Events, Literature, Unity, or 

Phone Volunteers.   

We are still in need of more volunteers for the 12th Step call list.  Finding someone willing and available to do a 

12th Step call can sometimes be very challenging, If you have at least one year of continued sobriety and are will-

ing to make yourself available to the alcoholic who still suffers, please be sure to complete the form provided be-

low and return to the EVI Central Office via fax, mail, e -mail or in person as soon as possible.  

Volunteer Service Options 
Check only those you are willing to commit time to  

  

12th Step List Volunteer            Phones Night & Weekend 
     []   Weeknights                       []   Weekends 
     []   Weekends                          []   Weeknights 

     []   Weekdays  

  

                  []   Office Phone Volunteer  

                      []   Other Office Help  

Committees of Interest 
Check only those you are willing to serve on 

  

[]   Public Information / Cooperation with the  

      Professional Community 

[]   Special Events 

[]   Literature  

[]   Newsletter  ( No Booze News) 
[]   Unity Committee  
[]   Deliver A Meeting  

Words From the Big Book  

 Our description of the alcoholic, the chapter to the agnostic, and our personal adventures before and after 

make clear three pertinent ideas:  

(a) That we were alcoholic and could not manage our own lives.  

(b) That probably no human power could have relieved our alcoholism.  

(c) That God could and would if He were sought.  

 Being convinced, we were at Step Three, which is that we decided to turn our will and our life over to God as 

we understood Him. Just what do we mean by that, and just what do we do?  

The first requirement is that we be convinced that any life run on self -will can hardly be a success. On that basis we are 

almost always in collision with something or somebody, even though our motives are good.   PG. 60 

mailto:info@aamesaaz.org
http://www.aamesaaz.org/
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Roundups, Campouts and Conferences  

 

 

West Valley Roundup  

March 20 - 22, 2020  

Lake Pleasant Regional Park  

 

Easy Does It Campout  

March 26 - 29, 2020  

Roosevelt Lake AZ.  

 

Verde Valley Roundup  

April 24 - 26, 2020  

Jackpot Ranch, Camp Verde AZ  

 

Rocky Point Spring Roundup  

April 24 - 26, 2020  

El Mirador Village Hotel  

Rocky Point, Mexico  

 

Tri -State Roundup  

May 14 - 17, 2020 

Riverside Resort  

Laughlin NV  

 

Area 03 Corrections Conference  

March 20 -21, 2020 

9502 W Hutton Dr.  

Sun City AZ. 

$18 Registration  

PRASA 

(Pacific Region Alcoholics Anonymous Service Assembly)  

Save the Date 

March 6 - 8, 2020 

Tucson AZ 

Monthly Campfire Meeting  

Last Saturday of the Month @7:30pm 

2757 E Guadalupe Rd. 

Gilbert AZ  

Riparian Preserve and Water Park  

EVI 41th Anniversary 

ò2020 A Vision For Youó 

Spring Fling 

Dinner and Speaker 

Saturday, March 14th, 2018 

 Doors Open At 5:30pm  

Dinner At 6:15pm  

Speaker At 8:00pm  

2716 N Dobson Rd. Chandler  

(St Katherine Greek Orthodox Church)  

Tickets not available at the door.  

See your EVI rep or  

stop by the office for tickets, $20 each.  

-Service Opportunities are Available - 

Meal and a Message  

Saturday, April 25th  

Doors Open At 5:30pm  

Speaker At 7:30pm  

1525 N Power Rd. Mesa 

(Love Of Christ Lutheran Church)  

Area 03 Pre -Conference Assembly  

April 3 - 5, 2020 

2532 W Peoria Ave, Phoenix  

(Sheraton Four Points North)  
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Sobriety Anniversaries         

Name  Date      Days 
 Blair P. ............................ 3/13/1980 ............... 14610 

George C.......................... 3/5/1981 ................. 14245 
Mike B. ............................. 3/6/1982 ................. 13880 
Howard C ......................... 3/7/1983 ................. 13515 
Michael S. ........................ 3/4/1985 ................. 12784 
Edward C. ........................ 3/15/1985 ............... 12784 
Linda C............................. 3/18/1987 ............... 12054 
Jeff L. ............................... 3/15/1988 ............... 11688 
Dennis H. ......................... 3/18/1988 ............... 11688 
Jim D. ............................... 3/1/1989 ................. 11323 
Michael D. ........................ 3/21/1990 ............... 10958 
Gabrielle C. ...................... 3/9/1991 ................. 10593 
Joyce G. ........................... 3/7/1992 ................. 10227 
Tracy N. ........................... 3/17/1992 ............... 10227 
Kate H. ............................. 3/27/1994 ................. 9497 
Suzann B.......................... 3/18/1996 ................. 8766 
Bill J. ................................ 3/15/1996 ................. 8766 
Ramona B. ....................... 3/31/1996 ................. 8766 
Matt D. ............................. 3/13/1997 ................. 8401 
Rose D. ............................ 3/15/1997 ................. 8401 
Eddie Y. ........................... 3/5/1998 ................... 8036 
Aaron S. ........................... 3/27/2001 ................. 6940 
Gail B. .............................. 3/7/2002 ................... 6575 
Laura S. ........................... 3/11/2002 ................. 6575 
Don A. .............................. 3/17/2003 ................. 6210 
Chris Anne H. ................... 3/10/2006 ................. 5114 
Sydney V. ......................... 3/25/2006 ................. 5114 
Richard C. ........................ 3/11/2007 ................. 4749 
Kristin A. ........................... 3/20/2007 ................. 4749 
Kira N. .............................. 3/24/2007 ................. 4749 
Kristina M. ........................ 3/3/2008 ................... 4383 
Tom S. ............................. 3/1/2010 ................... 3653 
Marge M. .......................... 3/18/2011 ................. 3288 
Deborah C. ....................... 3/21/2011 ................. 3288 
Marissa S. ........................ 3/25/2011 ................. 3288 
Michelle M. ....................... 3/31/2012 ................. 2922 
Linzzy Z. ........................... 3/2/2013 ................... 2557 
Rob K. .............................. 3/10/2014 ................. 2192 
Barbara M. ....................... 3/15/2014 ................. 2192 
Theresa C. ....................... 3/15/2015 ................. 1839 
Jessica T. ......................... 3/28/2015 ................. 1827 
Tom G .............................. 3/12/2016 ................. 1461 
Josh K. ............................. 3/15/2016 ................. 1461 
Danielle D. ........................ 3/30/2016 ................. 1461 
Leah Z. ............................. 3/1/2017 ................... 1096 
J. J. .................................. 3/2/2017 ................... 1096 
Aaron V. ........................... 3/19/2017 ................. 1096 
Kaine H. ........................... 3/3/2018 ..................... 731 
Allison T. .......................... 3/5/2018 ..................... 731 
Tami C. ............................ 3/5/2019 ..................... 366 
 
 

"The more i work the Steps the nicer 

everyone gets!"  

 VIVIAN W. | TUCSON, ARIZONA  

Topic: Would you still go to AA if a pill was created that cured al-

coholism? Speaker: "Yes, I would. I have a feeling I'd want more of 

them."  

 A.M. | SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA  

A STUDY WAS PUBLISHED  by one of the many research compa-

nies. This group has proven beyond a reasonable doubt that peo-

ple will drink more in pubs with mirrors. Evidently, drunks enjoy 

drinking in company.  

  ANONYMOUS  

An alcoholic sought help about his drinking from his doctor. The 

doctor's advice was, "Whenever you feel like taking a drink, have 

an apple instead."  
 

The drunk protested, "Who could eat that many apples?"  

 
  ANONYMOUS  

 

Step  Three ~ Made a decision to turn our will and our 

lives over to the care of God as we  

understood Him.  

 

Tradition Three ~ Alcoholics Anonymous should remain 

forever nonprofessional, but our  

service centers may employ special workers.  

 

Concept Three ~ To insure effective leadership, we 

should endow each element of A.A. ðthe Conference, the 

General Service Board and its service corporations, 

staffs, committees, and executives ðwith a traditional 

ñRight of Decision.ò 

At Wits End 

       Get Published!  

Send your articles, jokes, poems and 

artwork to Rick T. info@aamesaaz.org 



EVI Special Events Committee 

 

Meeting held before the Monthly Speaker Meeting  

1st Friday of the month  

2222 S Price Rd. Tempe  

(Church of the Epiphany)  

contact: 480 827 -1905  

EVI Phone Workshop  

 
Third Fridayõs at 6:15 pm  

Before the monthly business meeting  at   

2222 S Price Rd. Tempe  

(Church of the Epiphany)  

Or 

Workshops can be done at your Group !  

For more information  

Contact Beth H  

 

Join the  

EVI Unity Committee  

Meeting at 6:15pm Every 3rd Friday  

2222 S Price Rd. Tempe  

(Church of the Epiphany)  

Contact 480 827 -1905 

EVI Sponsorship Workshop  
10am the 1st Saturday of every other month  

235 E Guadalupe Rd. Gilbert AZ  

(Gilbert Presbyterian Church)  

Contact: Jerry C.  

HOST GROUP SCHEDULE 

March 7th ~ The Society Group  

 

PI / CPC 

(Public Information and Cooperation with the Professional Community)  

Meets 1st Mondayôs at 7:00pm 

235 E Guadalupe Rd. Gilbert 

(Gilbert Presbyterian Church)  

Come help carry the message at the public level and to  

professional groups who have contact with alcoholics.  

For more information contact:  

480 827-1905 

 

EVI Monthly Speaker Meeting  

1st Friday of Every Month  

Meeting Now At 7:30pm  

2222 S Price Rd. Tempe  

(Church of the Epiphany)  

March 6th ~Step By Step  

April 3rd ~ We Agnostics  

These are subject to change - so keep watching.  
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4 hour shifts in the EVI office  

Contact Roxanne for specific  

times and days.  

 

*** Fill In spots available ***  


