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Deal Me In  

It wasnôt who won or lost, it was about the stories the old- timers told  

I got sober at a clubhouse in the San Fernando Valley called The Nest. At 
the time, when you entered The Nest the main AA meeting room was to 

your left and an overflow area and the kitchen were immediately ahead. 
The ñHalf Measuresò game room with a pool table and card table was to the 
right.  

Most times of the day, if there wasnôt a meeting going on, several old-
timers would be seated at the card table playing pinochle. I came from a 
pinochle -playing family and was immediately drawn to the game. I was an 

honorable kibitzer and I hoped I would be asked to play, but I was a new-
comer and these were men and women with 10, 20, 30, or more years. I 
didnôt really expect to get to play. 

One day I came in and looked in the game room. I saw three old - timers sit-
ting at the table. They played a game of double -deck partners, so they 
needed a fourth. One of them saw me and asked if I would like to join. 

They didnôt have to ask twice. From that point on, I was one of the regu-
lars, getting a fair share of playing time.  

This story isnôt about the fact that Tom finally got to play pinochle with the 

old -timers at The Nest. Itôs about what the players were doing while play-
ing. They were talking. But they werenôt just talking about AA. I donôt re-
member a single conversation starting with, ñHey Dale, what do you think 

about the Seventh Step?ò That just didnôt happen. 

Instead, they talked about what was going on in their lives. They were 
salesmen, businessmen, tradesmen, professionals. They might have been 

talking about the big deal they had just landed, or the one that got away. 
They might have been talking about how their business was going, or not 
going.  

I remember one man speaking about how proud he was of his daughter. 
She had just graduated from high school and gotten a full scholarship to 

college. Another man talked about his teenage son, who had just been ar-
rested for drunk driving.  

They talked about living the kind of life that I had always dreamed of living, 

the ñWhat itôs like nowò part of their stories. Some of these stories were 
truly dramatic. Looking back on it, I have to admit that more than anything 
else, the pinochle game at The Nest was the single biggest attraction to AA 

for me in those early months. I had a chance to hear about the kind of life 
that I could have in AA, if I followed the same principles that they did.  

-- Tom S, Cottonwood, Arizona, USA  

Copyright É The AA Grapevine, Inc. (December 2017 ). Reprinted with permission.  



Page A Day Group History         tŀƎŜ н 

The ôPage A Dayõ (PAD) group started in late 2001 as an opportunity to study the Big Book daily.  At that time, the ôgroupõ consist-

ed of a few people who met at Tim and Beth Hõs home.  It started with a pot of coffee, a couple of AAõs and a drunk sleeping on 

their couch.  As more people crowded their home a decision was made to extend this benefit to others.  Thus, outreach was mad e 

to the Gilbert Presbyterian Church and with help from groups at the church like ôWe Ainõt Dead Yetõ (WADY), PAD was born. 

The group began building momentum through the support and generosity of WADY, which loaned them books, coffee and chips 

for only $5.00 per month until the group became self -supporting.  In 2002, the newly formed group had regular attendees, with a 

phone list that was then reflecting approximately 17 members.  Over the course of the next few years, the group continued to de-

velop and mold the structure and format of the meeting.  The format was loose and informal (we were an open meeting at that 

time), sometimes we would read less than a page, and sometimes we would read 2 -3 pages.  In general, the format included se-

renity Prayer, AA Preamble, a reading from the BB, discussion of that reading (even double dip to fill the time), and a final  close at 

the hour with the Lordõs Prayer. 

Once the group was comfortably established, service commitments and business meetings began occurring regularly.  The 

group then agreed on a name and registered with the General Service Office (GSO), East Valley Intergroup and Area.  As the 

group established themselves as a òHome Groupó they elected trusted servants (GSR, EVI representative, H&I representative, 

etc.).  They continued to meet regularly (every day except Sunday at 6:45AM).   By 2006, the group and grown to a total head-

count of 72 members.  

Through attraction, commitment, and a dedication to principles and traditions, the group has been a veritable Ellis Island of  AA.  

They have welcomed the poor, tired, huddled masses yearning to be free of alcoholism.  They have been attended by alcoholics 

from all over the globe, have associate members who visit regularly, and have also buried many friends.  As in any group they  

have experienced mixed personalities, differing opinions, and various other discussions which have always been left to the gr oup 

conscience.  

Today, in 2017, PAD is a closed meeting and maintains a phone list consisting of over 170 members.  Attendance at PAD typical ly 

consists of 30-50 participants, always a mix of members and visitors.  PAD has always been a strong presence of service and dedi-

cation to AA through Area, GSO, H&I and EVI.  Their doors still remain open to the suffering Alcoholic as a closed meeting ev ery  

day but Sunday at 6:45 AM.  

This and That 
Answer Key from  
December Newsletter 

 
Across 
2-sanity 

6-Lois 

7-unlovely  

9-thousand 

 
Down 
1-ninety  

2-silkworth  

3-solution  

4-allergy  

5-serenity  

8-glum  

 

11  

10  

9 

8 

7 

6 5 

4 3 2 1 

 

7 This, we think, is the root of our troubles. 

 
 

10 More than most people, the alcoholic leads this type of life. 

 

 

 

2 The.....life is not a theory. We have to live it. 
3 To quickly diagnose yourself, step over to the 

nearest barroom and try this type of drinking. 

4 One of the four hideous horseman 

6 The number one offender when working Step 4. 

In The Book  
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Subscriptions are only $12 a year...weõd love your support!!! 

 

EAST VALLEY INTERGROUP ð Gratitude With Service form      revised 2/09 

Return to:     1320 E. Broadway Rd., Suite 105     Mesa, AZ  85204 

(480) 827-1905          e-mail :  info@aamesaaz.org            www.aamesaaz.org  

Date______________________  *First Name_______________________________________  Last_______________________________________________ 
 

Address_______________________________________________________________________  *Phone____________________________________________ 
 

*City_____________________________________________  *ST_______________  *Zip________________________  *Gender_______________________ 
 

*Sobriety Date____________________________________  Home Group___________________________________________________________________ 
 

e-mail address_________________________________________________________________  Alt Phone________________________________________ 

* = required for listing in 12th Step List 

[]   No Booze News Subscription / Renewal   ($12.00 annual subscription fee enclosed) 

If you are grateful for your sobriety and would like to give back to the program that has so freely given to 

you, please use the Gratitude With Service form below to volunteer for any of EVIôs Standing Commit-

tees, such as PI/CPC (Public Information / Cooperation with the Professional Community), Special 

Events, Literature, Unity, or Phone Volunteers.  Participating in any of these committees can be a great 

way to carry the message to the still suffering alcoholic, both in and out of the rooms. 

 

As an ongoing reminder, we are still in need of more volunteers for the 12th Step call list.  Although we 

are great at making sure the phones are answered day or night, finding someone willing and available to 

do a 12th Step call can sometimes be very challenging, and often times itôs hit or miss depending on the 

time of day.  If you have at least one year of continued sobriety and are willing to make yourself available 

to the alcoholic reaching out to AA for help from time to time, please be sure to complete the form provid-

ed below and return to the EVI Central Office via fax, mail, e-mail or in person as soon as possible.  Who 

knows ð the life you save could be your owné. 

Volunteer Service Options 
Check only those you are willing to commit time to  

  

12th Step List Volunteer            Phones Night & Weekend 
     []   Weeknights                       []   Weekends 
     []   Weekends                          []   Weeknights 
     []   Weekdays  

  
                  []   Office Phone Volunteer  

                      []   Other Office Help  

  

Committees of Interest 
Check only those you are willing to serve on 

  

[]   Public Information / Cooperation with the  

      Professional Community 

[]   Special Events 
[]   Literature  

[]   Newsletter  ( No Booze News) 
[]   Unity Committee  
[]   Deliver A Meeting  

Attitude of Gratitude  

mailto:info@aamesaaz.org
http://www.aamesaaz.org/
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Roundups, Campouts and Conferences  

  

28th River Roundup  

January 11 ~ 14  

Laughlin NV  

(Riverside Resort)  

 

 

Miracles in the Desert  

February 23 ~ 25  

2020 S Avenue 8E, Yuma AZ.  

(AZ Western College)  

 

 

West Valley Roundup  

March 16 ~ 18  

Lake Pleasant Regional Park  

Peoria, AZ  

 

 

Verde Valley Roundup  

April 13 ~ 15  

Verde Valley Fairgrounds  

Cottonwood AZ.  

EVI 38th Anniversary 

Dinner and Speaker 

Saturday, March 10th, 2017 

Save the Date 

Area 03  

2018 Pre Conference Assembly  

April 6 th - 8th, 2018 

7600 E Broadway Blvd.  

Tucson, AZ 

(Hilton Tucson East)  

PRAASA 2018 
 

March 2 - 4 2018 

1100 Nugget Ave, 

Sparks NV 89431 

(Nugget Casino Resort) 

1-800-648-1177 

A Solution for all Generations  

Monthly Campfire Meeting  

Last Saturday of the Month @7:30pm 

2757 E Guadalupe Rd. 

Gilbert AZ  

Riparian Preserve and Water Park  

(take Cattail Crawl Trail to Honey Bee Point)  

2018 Post Conference Assembly   

June 16th, 2018 

Tombstone, AZ  

Delegates report from the 2018 GSC  

New Years Day 2017 

6109 E Apache Trail, Apache Junction  AZ 

Lost Dutchman State Park, Cholla Day Use Center 

($7 per car park fee) 

All Day: Hiking, Biking and other Outdoor Activities 

4:00pm Potluck 

5:30pm Campfire Meeting 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiQv4Ogur7KAhVPxGMKHcQECPYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts.co%2Fcamping-clip-art-free&bvm=bv.112454388,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNGzOX4NqkrMsLEz79ujti4SEj5KHA&ust=1453587625
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiPx5H9nfPMAhVK94MKHSHYDZwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipart-fr.com%2Fen%2FClipart%2FBoats%2FBoats-cliparts-9.php&bvm=bv.122676328,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFibA2tvhSqEsTr
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Name  Date      Days 
Tom D. ................................... 1/7/1972 ....................... 16802 

Joe A. ..................................... 1/21/1979 ..................... 14245 

Cliff S. .................................... 1/1/1982 ....................... 13149 

Wayne O. ............................... 1/6/1982 ....................... 13149 

Alexandra B............................ 1/19/1982 ..................... 13149 

Sandra M. .............................. 1/30/1984 ..................... 12414 

Rachel L. ................................ 1/7/1985 ....................... 12053 

Doug P. .................................. 1/9/1985 ....................... 12053 

Connie G. ............................... 1/24/1987 ..................... 11323 

Anne Elizabeth H.................... 1/1/1988 ....................... 10958 

Douglas F. .............................. 1/4/1989 ....................... 10592 

Jane R.................................... 1/11/1989 ..................... 10592 

Jerry F. ................................... 1/27/1989 ..................... 10592 

Gerry B. .................................. 1/20/1990 ..................... 10227 

Rhonda S. .............................. 1/18/1992 ....................... 9497 

Ron H. .................................... 1/17/1993 ....................... 9131 

Douglas P. ............................. 1/29/1992 ....................... 9131 

Ron H. .................................... 1/17/1993 ....................... 9131 

Dottie D. ................................. 1/20/1993 ....................... 9131 

Barbara L. .............................. 1/13/1994 ....................... 8766 

Becky C. ................................. 1/29/1995 ....................... 8401 

Mike O.................................... 1/6/1996 ......................... 8036 

Craig W. ................................. 1/20/1996 ....................... 8036 

Roy N. .................................... 1/23/1996 ....................... 8036 

Becky K. ................................. 1/13/1997 ....................... 7670 

Melissa L. ............................... 1/20/1997 ....................... 7670 

Tracie J. ................................. 1/12/1999 ....................... 6940 

Ame F. ................................... 1/16/1999 ....................... 6940 

Rodger L. ............................... 1/30/1999 ....................... 6940 

Collin K. .................................. 1/24/2000 ....................... 6575 

Lori M. .................................... 1/10/2001 ....................... 6209 

Brenda B. ............................... 1/14/2001 ....................... 6209 

Jason G. ................................. 1/22/2001 ....................... 6209 

Matt P..................................... 1/26/2001 ....................... 6209 

Lisa H. .................................... 1/28/2001 ....................... 6209 

Tom W. .................................. 1/12/2004 ....................... 5114 

Norman H. .............................. 1/1/2005 ......................... 4748 

Sam V. ................................... 1/1/2005 ......................... 4748 

Will P. ..................................... 1/5/2006 ......................... 4383 

Lee Z. ..................................... 1/9/2006 ......................... 4383 

Christie D. .............................. 1/22/2006 ....................... 4383 

Brent B ................................... 1/17/2007 ....................... 4018 

Jene V. ................................... 1/1/2008 ......................... 3653 

Chandler ................................ 1/1/2008 ......................... 3653 

Kevin B. .................................. 1/21/2008 ....................... 3653 

Andrea N. ............................... 1/29/2009 ....................... 3287 

Paul T..................................... 1/24/2010 ....................... 2922 

Jim M. .................................... 1/27/2010 ....................... 2922 

David T. .................................. 1/2/2011 ......................... 2557 

Elizabeth T. ............................ 1/23/2012 ....................... 2192 

Bethann T. ............................. 1/4/2013 ......................... 1826 

Steve S. ................................. 1/10/2013 ....................... 1826 

Tamara L. ............................... 1/11/2013 ....................... 1826 

Marylyn W. ............................. 1/18/2013 ....................... 1826 

Stephanie ............................... 1/17/2014 ....................... 1461 

April M. ................................... 1/25/2017 ......................... 365 

 

 

 

 

Step  One ~ We admitted we were powerless over 

alcohol ðthat our lives had become unmanagea-

ble.  

 

Tradition One ~ Our common welfare should come 

first; personal recovery depends upon A.A. unity.  

 

Concept One ~ Final responsibility and ultimate 

authority for A.A. world services should always 

reside in the collective conscience of our whole 

Fellowship.  

Just Following Suggestions  

 
A man walks into a saloon and orders 10 shots of whis-

key. The bartender gladly sets up 10 shots.  

The guy reaches for shot number two and downs it. He 
then knocks back shot number three, then four and so 

on, until he finishes shot number 10. He puts his money 
on the bar, thanks the bartender and starts to leave.  

ñHey fella, you forgot one,ò the bartender says. 

ñOh, no thanks,ò the guy replies. ñIôm in AA. They told 
me never to pick up the first drink.ò 

ðRon R., Cement City, Mich.  

From the February 2016  magazine  

At Witõs End 

A Declaration of Unity  
 

This we owe to A.A.ôs future: To place our common 

welfare first; To keep our fellowship united. For on 

A.A. unity depend our lives, And the 

lives of those to come. 



EVI Special Events Committee 

 

Meeting held before the Monthly Speaker Meeting  

1st Friday of the month  

 Antioch Community Church  

1125 N Dobson Rd  Chandler 

contact: Deana E. 

Office Volunteers &  

EVI Hot Line Phones  

4 hour shifts in the EVI office  

Call Roxanne for specific  

 

times and days.  

*** Fill In shifts available now***  

EVI Phone Workshop  

 
Third Fridayõs at 6:15 pm  

Before the monthly business meeting  at   

1125 N Dobson Rd 

Antioch Community Church  

Or  

Workshops can be done at your Group !  

For more information  

Beth H  

 

Join the  

EVI Unity Committee  

Meeting at 6:15pm Every 3rd Friday  

Antioch Community Church  

1125 N. Dobson Rd Chandler  

 

EVI Sponsorship Workshop  
10am the 1st Saturday of every other month  

235 E Guadalupe Rd. Gilbert AZ  

(Gilbert Presbyterian Church)  

Contact: Gail H.  

HOST GROUP SCHEDULE 

January 6th - Sunset Group  

 

PI / CPC 

(Public Information and Cooperation with the Professional Community)  

�0�H�H�W�V�����V�W���0�R�Q�G�D�\�¶�V���D�W�����������S�P 

235 E Guadalupe Rd. Gilbert 

(Gilbert Presbyterian Church)  

Come help carry the message at the public level and to  

professional groups who have contact with alcoholics.  

For more information contact the office.  

 

 

EVI Monthly Speaker Meeting  

1st Friday of Every Month  

Meeting Now At 7:30pm  

Antioch Community Church 

1125 North Dobson Road, Chandler 

January 5th - SNBBSS 

These are subject to change - so keep watching.  
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